
    CARING                       BALANCED                          FAIR & TRUSTWORTHY                     TEAM PLAYERS                         HARDWORKING                                 

    POSITIVE                    KNOWLEDGEABLE                    CREATIVE                    PROBLEM SOLVERS                 GOOD COMMUNICATORS        

Issue 19, December 11, 2020 
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PHONE: (03) 5243 1613 
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I acknowledge the Wathaurong people as the traditional custodians of this land and pay my 
respect to the Elders both past and present and extend that respect to all indigenous people. 

Dates for the diary: 
 

December 
Tuesday 15—Student reports sent home 
Thursday 17—2021 transition sessions 
Friday 18—Last day of Term 4, 2.30pm finish 
 

January 
Wednesday 27—Staff resume 
Thursday 28—First day of Term 1 for all students 

was no exception. Unfortunately the weather 
predictions forced us to make the decision to 
move the ceremony inside, meaning parents 
were not able to attend in person. While this was 
a difficult decision for all, I am immensely  
grateful for the understanding shown by parents, 
who were able to watch the ceremony live at 
home. I would like to congratulate all of our 
graduating Grade 6 students, who have been 
an outstanding cohort over the years, and wish 
them all the very best for their transition to  
secondary school. A big thank you and well 
done to our Grade 6 staff, as well as our  
wonderful Parent Club, who worked hard to 
make the night special for all. 
 
Our 2021 staffing arrangements have been  
finalised, and these are published on the next 
page. You may notice some names missing, and 
I would like to extend a farewell to two of our 
current staff members: Miss Brooke Tilyard and 
Mrs Jess Argento. After a wonderful year here at 
Oberon, Brooke is returning to her home state of 
NSW where she has secured a position at the 
school she once attended herself! Jess has been 
an Oberon staff member for 12 years, and I have 
written a few words about her journey later on in 
the newsletter. I would like to extend my thanks 
and best wishes to both Brooke and Jess for all of 
their contributions to Oberon Primary School. 
 
In closing, please accept my heartfelt thanks for 
your kindness and support over 2020. I believe 
we have maintained a strong connection,  
despite being apart, and I look forward to 2021 
being an even better year for us all. 
 
I wish everyone a merry Christmas, and a safe 
and restful holiday break. 

 

A note from Mr A… 
 

I can hardly believe I am writing our very last 
newsletter for 2020. What a year it has been, in 
so many ways. I would like to congratulate our 
school community on the hard work, resilience 
and support that has been shown throughout 
the year. Having read all of our student  
reports, I am proud of the progress made by all 
Oberon students during such a disrupted year. 
Our teachers have worked hard to ensure that 
teaching and learning remained as consistent 
as possible, and I am incredibly proud of the 
everything we have achieved as a school. 
 
Student reports will be sent home on Tuesday. 
Teachers have spent a significant amount of 
time assessing student learning and growth to 
provide a clear and accurate picture of 
where your child is at, and I encourage you to 
read the report carefully. This semester,  
students have been given a progression point 
in English and mathematics, and you will see 
these displayed on the first page of the report. 
If you have questions or concerns about your 
child’s report, we encourage you to contact 
your child’s teacher to arrange a suitable time 
for a discussion. 
 
One of the highlights of my year is always the 
Grade 6 graduation evening, and this year 



 

 

2021 staffing 

As always, a great deal of consideration has 
gone into our grade structures for 2021. There 
are many factors to take into account, including 
student numbers, staff expertise and individual 
cohort needs. Our priority is always on  
establishing grades in a way that will best set our 
students and staff up for success. 
 

Our staff for 2021 will be: 
Principal—Andrew Augerinos 
Assistant Principal—Karina Darling 
Learning Specialist—Mrs Jo Neal 
Prep J—Ms Natalie Jardine 
Prep G—Mr Michael Grozdanovski 
1/2 F—Mr Rory Fraser 
1/2 N—Miss Tash Nevill 
1/2 T—Ms Heidi Tozer 
3/4 C—Mr Henry Crofts 
3/4 S—Mrs Shilo Stewart 
4/5/6 NW—Mrs Jo Neal and Mrs Hollie Williams 
5/6 B—Mr Jamie Brown 
Phys Ed and Digital Tech—Mr Mat Dawson 
Visual Arts—Miss Brooke Uebergang 
Business Manager—Bonnie van der Zee 
Admin—Kirsty Duynhoven (returning during the 
year) and Mairead Vaughan 
 

Our teaching staff will continue to be supported 
by our ES team consisting of Tracey, Michelle, 
Lyn, Kate, Laura, Janice and Aaron. 
 

Student reports 
Reports will be sent home on Tuesday. We  
encourage you to read your child’s report with 
them and discuss the feedback provided by 
their teacher. Teachers have put a great deal of 
time and effort into writing detailed and  
accurate reports, and we ask that if you have 
specific questions or concerns, you contact us 
to arrange a conversation at a mutually  
preferred time. 
 

Whole-school transition session 
Grade placements will be included in report  
envelopes. Next Thursday, all students will have 
the opportunity to spend time in their 2021  
classrooms with their new teacher and  
classmates. Our whole-school transition session 
will run from 11.30—12.30. 
 

Second hand uniform sale 
We will be holding a second hand uniform sale 
on Monday, from 3-3.30pm. We have a huge 
collection of uniform items that will be available 
for purchase for a gold coin donation. The sale 
will be set up at the front entrance of the school, 
and we ask that people are mindful of physical 
distancing requirements while browsing and  
purchasing. Come along and grab a bargain! 
 

Final assembly for 2020 
We are very pleased to be able to host our 
whole-school assembly on the last day of term. 
We extend an invitation to all families to join us in 
celebrating the year, at 2pm on Friday  
December 18. Weather permitting, the assembly 
will be held outdoors in the stage area near our 
adventure playground. While there is no limit on 
numbers, we ask that families adhere to physical 
distancing requirements f 1.5 metres. As per  
government directive, masks are not  
compulsory, but are encouraged. In the event 
of bad weather, we will make the decision to 
switch to a live streamed Webex assembly, and 
this will be announced via Skoolbag. 
 
Library books and take home readers 
We still have quite a few library books yet to be 
returned. If you are still in possession of a library 
book or any of our class take home books, 
please return these as soon as possible. Invoices 
will be issued for books not returned. Thanks for 
your care in this matter. 
 
Book packs and student payments 
To claim the discounted rate, please ensure 
book packs and 2021 school fees are settled by 
Friday December 18. If you require further  
clarification, or to arrange a payment plan, 
please speak to the office staff. Please note, this 
year, book packs will not be distributed until 
school commences for 2021. 
 
Dance program 
We would like to extend our sincerest thanks to 
Georgia Nicholls, who has provided our students 
with another fabulous dance program this term. 
Each class has recorded a video of their  
performance, and a link to these will be made 
available to all families via Seesaw before the 
end of the term. We encourage you to watch 
the video and share in your child’s wonderful 
efforts! 
 
Bread Tags for Wheelchairs 
The Preps have been collecting bread tags 
(Bread Tags for Wheelchairs) all of Semester 2. 
We now have around 3kg 
of bread tags and will 
continue to keep  
collecting into 2021. 
Please don’t throw them 
in the bin to go to landfill. 
Bring them in to school 
and lets keep collecting 
so we can contribute to 
the purchase of a  
wheelchair. 



 

 

gr8 people awards 
Congratulations to all of our  
creative award winners for the 
month of November. A special  
congratulations to Amber von  
Aderkas McFarlane, who has 
earned herself a place at the  
Principal’s Lunch next week! 

 
 
 
 
 

We hope all of our gr8 people award winners— 
Keith B, Jaawi H, Lila G, Flynn J, Charlie M, Jai L, 
Tom S, Amelia M, Charlotte V and Amber V—
enjoy their well-deserved lunch next week! 
 

Best on camp 
What a fabulous time our 
Grade 5/6 students had on 
camp! As always, we like to 
recognise and celebrate  
students who display our gr8  
values, making the camp  
experience better for every-
one. Congratulations to Tobey 
Myczka Eggens, who should 
be very proud of the way he 
showed care for others, while being trustworthy 
and a gr8 team player. Well done Tobey! 
 

Grade 6 graduation 
A wonderful night was had by all! A big thank 
you to the staff involved in making the night 
such a success, as well as our Parent Club  
volunteers who worked tirelessly to set up the 
library to make it a special space for our  
students. Well done and congratulations to the 
recipients of our 2020 recognition awards: 
Academic excellence: Lizzie James 
Sporting excellence: Tallulah Dunn 
Reading excellence: Keith Busbridge 
Oberon Principal’s Award: Ara Fryer 
Christine Couzens gr8 values Award: Corey Poke 
Richard Marles award for outstanding  
leadership: Kalee Fry 
 

Departing families 
A big thank you and best wishes to our 2020  
departing families: Coleman, Harper, Wadley, 
Hutchinson, French, Busbridge, von Aderkas 
McFarlane, Worldon, James, Le Griffon, Dunn, 
Myczka Eggens, Savage and Peric. 

A special farewell 
from Mr A 

 

The last week of school arrives with a special  
announcement. I would like to congratulate Mrs 
Jess Argento on her appointment to a 
Learning Specialist position at Armstrong Creek 
School. This is an exciting opportunity for her and 
I, too, am excited by what lies ahead. 
 
Jess joined the Oberon School Community as a 
Prep teacher in 2009. Those who have worked 
with Jess would know that she applies an  
enormous amount of passion to her work and 
that many students and parents are grateful for 
her influence on their lives. Her time at Oberon 
Primary has been very special. Jess has always 
been dependable, honest and caring –  
wonderful trademarks from an outstanding  
human being. The students she has taught all 
thought she was great! Jess has also been a 
wonderful mentor to teachers currently working 
and developing in our school.  
 
As Principal, I acknowledge with deep gratitude 
her unwavering support in setting the school  
direction and for the wellbeing and care she dis-
played for all students and peers. She was the 
first teacher I appointed as Principal of Oberon, 
and it is with immense pride that I see her onto 
the next step in her career journey. Time flies, 
and I calculate that her first Prep class in 2009 
will be sitting their Year 12 VCE in 2021. I’m sure 
she has had a lasting impression on all those she 
has taught. 
 
I wish her boundless success for the future. She 
will be greatly missed. Our loss will be ACS’ gain! 
It has been a privilege to work with such a great 
teacher. I know the entire school community will 
join with me in wishing Mrs Argento all the very 
best.  
 
Farewell and good luck, Jess.  
 
 



 

 

Farewell to our 
Grade 6 students! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spotlight on…. Kellie! 

 

 

 

 
 

What is your role at Oberon? 
In my role in Wellbeing, Welfare support and Family 
Liaison I get to work with students, caregivers and 

teachers and to help support them through all 
kinds of difficulties that life can bring.  My role is  
often to provide immediate counselling support 
and refer families to appropriate agencies for  
ongoing therapeutic or family support. I also  

conduct prosocial groupwork with students on 
things such as friendship skills & anxiety etc. I also 
teach Childwise, a primary prevention program  

teaching students' protective behaviours against 
sexual abuse, as well as Theraplay, which  
promotes self-regulation, self-respect, and  

boundaries with others.  
 

What do you enjoy most about what 
you do? 

I LOVE my role at Oberon and love connecting 
with people and helping them through difficult 

times.  Understanding how people work and why 
never gets boring!  And I feel honoured to be able 

to work with the Oberon School community, to 
contribute and to continue to learn and grow  

myself in the process. 
 

The summer holidays are fast  
approaching… how will you be  

spending them? 
Chillin out!  I'm looking forward to spending some 
quality time with my 13 yo daughter (even if she 
doesn’t want to!!)  I hope to go camping, surfing 

and read a bunch of books. Also can't wait for the 
backyard barbie to crank up again. 

 

If you could enjoy a meal with anyone 
in the world, who would it be and why? 
Great question!  Ester Perel would be pretty inter-

esting (she's a Belgian psychoanalyst with an 
amazing podcast) but I'd also have to say my Dad 

as he passed on a few years ago and I miss him 
dearly still.  A chance at another meal together 

would be AMAZING!  



A short story by Aidan Macdonald, 5/6 NW 

 

GONE, BUT NOT FORGOTEN. 

 
The old man limped onto the lonely park bench, the clear tears rolling down his face glistened 
in the pale light that the lamps only a few feet away provided. When would the pain and 
misery end? All he had left was the ruby red rose he held in his cold, shivering hands, his last 
love, his last comfort. His torn jacket provided him with little warmth, but a little of ANYTHING 
can go a long way, ‘Goodbye, my friend, may YOU find happiness.’ The rose blew away in the 
wind, and landed at the feet of a young girl, she hobbled over to the man, curios about why he 
was sitting there alone, she started convocation; ‘Hi, I’m Lucy, would you like to come with 
me?’ she took his now freezing hand, the warmth of her gloved hands put immediate joy in the 
mans shattered heart, she helped him up and took him home, and for the first time in forever, 
he smiled. 
 
By Aidan I. Macdonald.  
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