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OBERON PRIMARY SCHOOL  
PHONE: (03) 5243 1613 

FAX: (03) 5241 1827 

Email: oberon.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

I acknowledge the Wathaurong people as the traditional custodians of this land and pay my 
respect to the Elders both past and present and extend that respect to all indigenous people. 

Dates for the diary: 
 

September 
Friday 18 — Last day of Term 3, whole-school 
assembly (via Webex), 2.30pm finish 
 

October 
Monday 5 — Term 4 begins 
Wednesday 21—Geelong Cup public holiday 
Friday 23—Grand Final Day public holiday 
 

November 
Monday 2 to Wednesday 4—Grade 3/4 An-
glesea camp 
Monday 23 to Wednesday 25—Grade 5/6 Sov-
ereign Hill camp 
Friday 27—Term 4 curriculum day 

guernsey design competition… I have been so 
impressed with the entries! Just a reminder that 
during our Webex assemblies, videos should be 
muted. Thanks for your support on this. 
 

On the topic of technology, the recent media 
attention over the TikTok social media platform 
serves as a timely reminder of the importance of 
being vigilant in the use of devices. Most social 
media platforms, including TikTok, Facebook and 
Instagram, require children to be a minimum 
age of 13 years, so we would not expect any of 
our primary school-aged children to be  
accessing these programs. During our last  
remote learning period, Mr Dawson published an 
excellent presentation on online safety, and we 
encourage families to revisit this as your children 
transition through different ages and stages. We 
have attached this presentation to our Skoolbag 
edition of the newsletter. 
 

I would like to extend a heartfelt thanks to some 
of our parents who have made contributions to 
our school this term. Marcia Clark and the parent 
club have been working behind the scenes to 
brainstorm ideas for the remainder of the year. 
Rebecca Schmidt has been taking care of our 
Scholastic Book Club. Anne Sidebottom has  
produced a fabulous promotional flyer that we 
have distributed to our local kinders and  
Bronwyn Robertson, as a buildings and grounds 
committee member has put countless hours into 
grant applications for new shade sails and a bike 
shed for our schoolyard. On behalf of the entire 
school community, thank you!!  
 

I urge you all to take care and remember to be 
COVID-safe over the break.. we want our  
students back at school to stay! Wishing you all a 
restful break, and I look forward to seeing  
everyone next term. 

A note from Mr A… 
 

Here we are in the final week of Term 3, and 
what a term it has been! I am so proud of the  
incredible effort of all students, staff and  
families. Today Premier Daniel Andrews has  
announced a further step forward for regional 
Victoria, and we look forward to seeing our 
students returning to school next term. At this 
stage, the information we have is that all 
grades will return to on-site learning from Week 
2 (Monday October 12), with the first week of 
term seeing a continuation of remote learning. 
We will continue to be guided by the DET and 
provide families with more information as we 
learn more. Please keep an eye out for 
Skoolbag notices over the break detailing 
what the return to school process will look like. 
 

It was fantastic to see so many students  
logging on to Webex for our last whole-school 
assembly. We will be holding our final Webex 
assembly for the term this Friday, September 18 
at 2pm. During the assembly I will be  
announcing the winner of our AFL indigenous 



 

 

Curriculum days for 2020 

A reminder that Friday November 27 will be our 
final curriculum day for 2020. 
 

2021 enrolments 
Places are filling fast for Prep 2021! We would 
love to chat to any families who are still 
seeking a school for next year. Please contact 
the office with any specific enrolment enquiries 
you may have. Our virtual tour can be viewed 
through our website, or via the following link: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ar3uzz7-9a0  
For our enrolled 2021 Prep students, we are still 
finalising plans for our transition days. We are 
hopeful that we will be able to welcome our 
new students for a face-to-face transition  
program, however we will be guided by  
departmental recommendations. We will keep 
families informed as we find out more. 
 

2020 School camp program 

Our Grade 3/4 camp is looking like going ahead 
as planned, although we remind families that 
this is always subject to change. At this stage, 
Sovereign Hill has advised that they have closed 
until December. We are investigating options for 
an alternative Grade 5/6 camp experience and 
will keep families posted. Things are changing 
rapidly, and we thank families for their patience 
and understanding. 
 

SunSmart hats 
As per Department guidelines and our school 
dress code and Sun Smart policy, all students 
are required to wear their broad-brimmed 
SunSmart hat from September 1. This includes 
during outside recess and lunch time and  
sporting activities. Students without a SunSmart 
hat will be asked to remain in a designated 
shaded area. As the weather gets warmer, we 
also recommend that sunscreen is applied at 
home prior to coming to school. Our classrooms 
have sunscreen available, and students are 
encouraged to re-apply throughout the day. 
Our students currently attending for onsite  
learning require hats now. Please ensure hats 
come to school next term when students return. 
 

Water bottles 
Our water fountains continue to be out of use, 
and we ask that students attending for onsite 
learning ensure they have a water bottle at 
school every day. This will continue into Term 4, 
so please ensure everyone arrives back on site 
with a water bottle. 
 

Public holidays in Term 4 
Please note, Wednesday October 21 and Friday 
October 23 will be public holidays (Geelong 
Cup/Grand Final Day), no school on these days. 
 

Daylight saving reminder 

A reminder that daylight saving time begins on 
Sunday October 4, the day before Term 4  
commences. Clocks go forward at 2.00am.  
It is important to consider your child’s current 
sleep patterns in preparation for the return to 
school. While many of our students have  
become accustomed to a later bedtime and 
sleep in, please start to think about making the 
necessary adjustments to make the return to 
school as easy as possible. 
 

Australian Mathematics Competition 
A big well done to all students who participated 
in the Australian Mathematics Competition. This 
year we had 11 students from Grades 3-6  
participating. The following students are to be 
congratulated on their achievements: 
Luke Gilbert (3/4S) —Distinction 
Shawn Finley (3/4S) —Distinction 
Matthew Gilbert (5/6NW) —Distinction 
Zayan Farrukh Saghir (5/6NW) —Distinction 
Elyse Poke (3/4S) —Credit 
Tallulah Dunn (5/6B) —Credit 
 
CSEF Funding eligibility requirements and usage 
 

On behalf of Tony Bates, Associate Secretary, Department 
of Educa on and Training, please refer informa on below 
pertaining to the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund  
eligibility requirements and usage. 
 

The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) ensures 
students from lower-income families do not miss out on 
important extra-curricular ac vi es that increase their 
overall engagement and par cipa on in school and the 
community.  
 

A further $160.9 million for CSEF was announced in the 
2019-20 Budget Update to be allocated over the four 
years commencing in 2020.  
 

When students first moved to learning from home in 
Term 2, schools were able to use CSEF payments to pur-
chase devices and internet access to support remote 
learning.  
 

In acknowledgement of the significant and ongoing chal-
lenges facing our parent community, the Minister for Ed-
uca on has approved that the eligibility to quality for 
CSEF be extended to 5 October 2020, with applica ons 
due by 27 November 2020.  
 

CSEF payments for these students will be made at 50 per 
cent of the standard primary and secondary rates, recog-
nising that opportuni es for camps, sports and excursions 
have been limited in 2020.  
 

If you hold a Centrelink concession card and have not  
already received CSEF this year, please contact the office 
to determine your eligibility. 



 

Spotlight on…. Mr D! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

What is your role at Oberon? 

Phys Ed and Digital Tech Teacher 
 

What is your favourite thing about 
your job? 

I enjoy witnessing the moments when Ober-
on kids learn how to do new things.  

 

How do you enjoy spending your 
spare time? 

Playing or watching sport, playing guitar,  
listening to my favourite music and most of 

all, hanging out with my family.  
 

We know your love your footy, 
what’s your tip for the remainder 

of the AFL season? 
I think that it's too hard to pick but hopefully 

Geelong. It's been an interesting season. 
 

 
 

Spotlight on…. Mrs Williams! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

What is your role at Oberon? 

I have just returned to Oberon Primary after  
having a baby. I have been very lucky to come 
back and teach Thursdays and Fridays in 5/6N. I 

have previously taught in Grade 3/4, but was  
extremely excited to teach the 5/6 students as I 

have had nearly all of them in my class in  
previous years.  

 

You are dearly loved by your  
students… what would they say makes 

you a gr8 teacher? 

 I love getting to know each and every one of my 
students. I love knowing them as a person. Once 

these relationships are developed, teaching them 
is more enjoyable not only for them but for me too. 

I try to create engaging and interactive lessons, 
which always seems to be a winner for the kids. I 

also reward my class with games when they show 
me they are working hard and doing ‘their best’. 
Building relationships based on mutual respect is 

key to having a happy, cooperative and  
hardworking classroom.  

 

How do you enjoy spending your 
spare time? 

On my days off I love spending time with my family
(and friends before we went into  

lockdown). We like going for walks and spending 
time outdoors. My son Jedd and my husband 

Shane love animals so we spend lots of time with 
the dog or horse on our property. I enjoy baking 

and cooking, and having people over to entertain. 
As long as I’m with people, I’m happy!  

 

If you weren’t a teacher, what career 
would you choose? 

I actually don’t know what I would do if I wasn’t a 
teacher. I absolutely love my job and couldn’t think of 

anything I’d rather do. I look forward to going to 
school each day and seeing the Oberon staff, stu-

dents and whole community. My mum and my sister 
are both teachers and I have always wanted to 

teach since I can remember.  



 Home Learning- Term 3, 2020 

Visual Arts 
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Junior team
s to accom

m
odate all abilities.

Located across the road from
 B

alyang
Sanctuary at 

the bottom
 of Shannon A

venue.

A
ge groups include: Junior B

lasters (A
ge 7-9), U

11’s, 
U

13’s, U
15’s and U

17’s.

Excellent training facilities and a w
onderful fam

ily 
com

m
unity.

H
ave any questions or w

ant to know
 how

 
to register? 

Jam
es Little :                    M

ichael G
rozdanovski:

04 01 175 709                     04 25 070 346 
jam

.little19@
gm

ail.com
    m

ichaelgrozdanovski70@
gm

ail.com


