CARING
POSITIVE

BALANCED

FAIR & TRUSTWORTHY

KNOWLEDGEABLE

CREATIVE

TEAM PLAYERS
PROBLEM SOLVERS

HARDWORKING
GOOD COMMUNICATORS

OBERON PRIMARY SCHOOL
PHONE: (03) 5243 1613
FAX: (03) 5241 1827
Email: oberon.ps@education.vic.gov.au

Issue 11, August 4, 2020
I acknowledge the Wathaurong people as the traditional custodians of this land and pay my
respect to the Elders both past and present and extend that respect to all indigenous people.

Dates for the diary:
August
Tuesday 4 School council meeting
Monday 24 Curriculum day
September
Tuesday 8 School council meeting
Friday 18 Last day of Term 3

A no e f om M A
Unfortunately this is not the newsletter I was
hoping to write this week. With Premier Daniel
Andrews declaring a state of disaster, and
returning regional Victoria to Stage 3
restrictions, we now move back to remote
learning for all students. While this is not the
news we wanted to hear over the weekend,
we appreciate the need to take action, and
as we always do, we will ensure the transition is
as smooth as possible for the entire school
community. All necessary information will be
sent out to families today via Skoolbag, so
please keep an eye out for this.
One of the key points that I would like to
highlight is the very clear message that any
student who is able to learn at home, must do
so. While there are exemptions, including those
with both parents currently working outside of
the home and vulnerable members of our
school community, we will be very diligent in
enforcing this guideline. The gravity of the
situation means that we have a significant
responsibility to care for the wellbeing of our
students, but also our staff who are working in
direct contact with our children without the
personal protective equipment afforded to
other occupations. We are incredibly
fortunate to have a dedicated staff who do
not hesitate to step up and supervise students

whose parents and carers are not in a position to
care for them at home, however, as principal, it
is my job to make their safety a priority. Families
who request supervision at school will be asked
to support their application with evidence,
which may include a letter from an employer or
workplace roster. I extend my heartfelt thanks to
our families who paid respect to this process
during the first phase of remote learning, and ask
that the highest level of diligence is maintained
this time around.

Staff are working hard this week to establish a
home learning program for all students. We
appreciate the feedback we received following
the last remote learning period, and we are
making adjustments to the program accordingly.
Just like our students, we are always learning!
Like last time, our plan is to ease into the new
routine over the course of this week and next.
Please keep an eye out for further information
from our child s teacher, and I ask ou to be
patient while we establish our program. Unlike
our metro Melbourne colleagues, we have been
given only one student-free day to not only plan
for home learning, but to negotiate the logistics
at whole-school level. This is quite a process!
On a very positive note, I would like to
congratulate our wonderful Prep students, along
with Mrs Jardine and Mr Grozdanovski, on their
100 Days of School milestone! Our teachers
acted quickly after the announcement and
brought the day forward for the children to
celebrate yesterday, and what a special day it
was! A big well done to our Prep students and
teachers on 100 days of learning!
All the best for the weeks to come. You have
shown me you can all do this, and I have full
faith that we will make it work we alwa s do!

Curriculum days for 2020
A reminder that the remaining dates listed
below have been confirmed as our curriculum
days for 2020. Please note, we will proceed with
the upcoming Term 3 curriculum day, with no
student supervision available at school. Staff will
use this day for professional learning.
Term 3: Monday August 24
Term 4: Monday November 30
Upcoming special lunch day
Unfortunately our upcoming Subway special
lunch day has been cancelled. We will hold all
money for the next special lunch day in Term 4.
Keep an eye out for more information closer to
the date.
gr8 People values program
For the month of August, we are focusing on the
gr8 value KNOWLEDGEABLE. Being
knowledgeable is about being able to use
research skills to find out new things, and to think
about this information in new ways. Remote
learning is a great time to work on being a
knowledgeable person. Our families all have
specialised knowledge and skills, and this is the
perfect opportunity to share these with your
child. We would love to hear how you are
knowledgeable during remote learning!

2021 enrolments
We are still taking enrolments for 2021. Please
contact the office with any enrolment enquiries
you may have. We are currently working behind
the scenes to put together a virtual tour for
prospective families, a video showcasing what
we offer here at Oberon. Watch this space!
School council
School council meetings for this term will go
ahead via Webex video conference.
Meeting dates will be:
Tuesday August 4
Tuesday September 8
Meetings will commence at 4.30pm, via Webex.
2020 School camp program
Thank you to families who have responded to
our Term 4 camp survey. Current events
continue to make decisions difficult for us, but
the overwhelming feedback is that families are
hoping for our Grade 3-6 camps to proceed as
planned. We will continue to be guided by
recommendations by the DET, but at this stage,
we are hopeful that camps will continue as
planned next term. Unfortunately, our Grade 1/2
sleepover scheduled for the end of Term 3 will
be cancelled, however we are looking at
rescheduling for Term 4. Fingers crossed!

Today is National Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Children s Da (Children s Da ). This is a
national day dedicated to celebrating,
recognising and respecting our children, the
elders of the future. While we can t be together
today to celebrate, we encourage you to visit
the website for more information and activities:
https://aboriginalchildrensday.com.au/.

Prep 100 Days of School
celebration!
Our wonderful Prep children, led by Mrs Jardine
and Mr Grozdanovski, celebrated 100 days of
learning yesterday. What a special milestone!
Some of the activities they enjoyed included:
a dress-up parade to showcase their outfits
as 100 year-old men and women
making necklaces of 100 Froot Loops,
organised in groups of ten
decorating biscuits to show the number
100
a party food lunch
and a dance part !
What a lovely way to spend the final day of
school before moving to remote learning. Our
Prep children remind us of the importance of
balance learning sure can be fun!

PARENTING CALENDAR
Term 4, 2020
BCYF is a leading not for profit
community service organisation
supporting children, young people
and families, to be safe, connected
and empowered to live well.

BCYF Group Work Programs
BUMPS TO BUBS
Pre-birth - 12mths

Bumps to Bubs brings young mothers and mothers-to-be
(up to 23 years) with babies 0-1 year, together to support the
journey of parenting.
The program aims to:
• Bring young mothers and babies together for fun, learning
and friendship in a relaxed setting.
• Enhance parent and child attachment.
• Increase understanding of child development.

BUBS TO TOTS
12mths - 2yrs

Bubs to Tots brings mothers of children in the 1-2 year age
group together for support and education.
The program aims to:
• Provide education to enhance children’s early development.
• Promote parent and child attachment/relationships through
the promotion of play.
• Assist parents with managing and enjoying the toddler
years.

CIRCLE OF SECURITY
Birth - 5yrs

Circle of Security is an 8 week supportive program for parents
of children aged birth – 5 years.
The program aims to:
• Help parents understand how to build feelings of security for
children in their early years.
• Assist parents with skills to build on the positive relationship
with their child.
• Develop confidence in parents to respond to their child in a
way which builds a secure foundation for children.

BRINGING UP GREAT KIDS
12mths - 12yrs

Bringing Up Great Kids is a 6 week supportive program for
parents of children aged 12 months – 12 years.
The program aims to:
• Develop parents skills to enhance communication with their
children.
• Promote positive interactions between parents and their
children.
• Encourage the development of children’s positive selfidentity.

TUNING IN TO KIDS
3yrs - 12yrs

Tuning in to Kids is a 6 week supportive program for parents

of children aged 3 years – 12 years.
The program aims to:
• Help parents teach their children to understand and manage
their emotions.
• Support parents in encouraging children to express
emotions appropriately.
• Maximise children’s social, behavioural and learning
outcomes.

DADS TUNING IN TO KIDS
3yrs - 12yrs

Dads Tuning in to Kids is a 6 week supportive program

specifically for Dads of children aged 3 years – 12 years.
The program aims to:
• Help dads to effecitvely tune in to their child’s emotions.
• Encourage dads to strengthen their emotional connection
with their child
• Support dads to build skills in emotion coaching to assist
their child’s individual needs.

TUNING IN TO TEENS
10yrs - 18yrs

Tuning in to Teens is a 6 week supportive program for parents
of adolescents aged 10 years to 18 years.
The program aims to:
• Support parents to connect and communicate with their
teen.
• Assist parents with understanding adolescent development.
• Help parents to assist their teen to develop emotional
intelligence.

STRENGTHENING FAMILY
CONNECTIONS
8yrs – 12yrs

Strengthening Family Connections is an 8 week program for
parents and their children aged 8 years – 12 years.
The program aims to:
• Build a positive culture and improve communication among
family members.
• Help develop successful, confident children and parents.
• Build skills in all family members to improve family
functioning.
03 5226 8900
www.bcyf.org.au
/BCYFGeelong
@bcyfgeelong

groups@bcyf.org.au
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VENUE

DATES

DAYS/TIMES

Online Zoom Group

6 Oct – 8 Dec

Tuesday
1.30pm – 2.30pm

Online Zoom Group

Program FULL

Program FULL

Online Zoom Group

13 Oct - 17 Nov

Tuesday
10.30am – 12.30pm

Online Zoom Group

14 Oct - 18 Nov

Wednesday
10.30am – 12.30pm

Online Zoom Group

14 Oct - 18 Nov

Wednesday
10.30am - 12.30pm

Online Zoom Group

15 Oct - 19 Nov

Thursday
10.30am - 12.30pm

Online Zoom Group

20 Oct - 24 Nov

Tuesday
10.30am - 12.30pm

