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I acknowledge the Wathaurong people as the traditional custodians of this land and pay my 

respect to the Elders both past and present and extend that respect to all indigenous people. 

Dates for the diary: 
 
 

June 

Tuesday 16 — School council meeting 

Friday 19—Reports sent home 

Tuesday 23 — Student-led interviews 

Friday 26 — Last day of Term 2 
 

July 

Monday 13 — Term 3 begins for all students 

of these individuals. I cannot stress enough the 

importance of keeping unwell students at home 

during this time, more than ever. Thank you for 

your continued support on this. 
 

Our building works are coming along nicely, with 

the site clear and preparations being made for 

the foundations to go in for the new building. We 

are hopeful for completion date in late Term 4. 

Meanwhile, the students are enjoying watching 

the workers and machinery! 
 

I am very much looking forward to the return of 

some of our much-loved staff members in Term 

3. Mrs Karina Darling will be returning to her role 

of Assistant Principal on Tuesday, Wednesday 

and Thursday, so please keep an eye out and 

make her feel welcome… as I know we all will! 
 

A reminder that next Friday June 26 is the last 

day of Term 2, with a 2.30 finish. Unfortunately we 

won’t be finishing the term with our traditional 

assembly, so let me take this opportunity to wish 

everyone a safe and enjoyable holiday break. I 

look forward to a gr8 Term 3! 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A note from Mr A… 
 

I am so pleased to finally have all grades back 

at school. I feel like I’m constantly thanking 

people, but I really am appreciative of the 

positive attitude staff, students and families 

have maintained during our transition back to 

on-site learning. A great deal of planning took 

place to ensure the process was smooth and I 

am pleased to report that everyone has  

settled back in beautifully. Feedback from the 

students is overwhelmingly positive—they really 

are happy to be back at school, learning with 

their classmates. 
 

Our drop-off and pick-up procedures will  

continue as they are for the remainder of this 

term, and we will return to a normal 8.55—3.15 

day for all grades next term. Parents and  

carers will still be required to remain outside 

the school gates, and we will continue with the 

Prep-2 students entering via Dorothy Ave and 

the Grades 3-6 students entering via Stork Ave. 

We ask that as much as possible, physical 

distancing continues to be a priority. Attached 

to this newsletter is an official COVID-19  

communication from the school. Let me draw 

your attention to the fact that we do have 

members of the school community for whom 

coronavirus is life-threatening, and we ask that 

diligence is maintained to protect the health 



Curriculum days for 2020 

A reminder that the remaining dates listed  

below have been confirmed as our curriculum 

days for 2020: 

Term 3: Monday August 24 

Term 4: Monday November 30 
 

Library books 

We have a large number of overdue library 

books at the moment… over 100 in fact. Please 

encourage your child to locate these books at 

home and return them to school as soon as 

possible. Borrowing is still taking place for  

students without overdue loans. 
 

2021 enrolments 

It has been lovely to hear from so many  

prospective families about future enrolments 

here at Oberon. We are currently booking tours, 

so please encourage friends and family 

members to get in touch if they would like to see 

what we have to offer. Bookings can be made 

via the office, 5243 1613. 

If you are yet to enrol a child for 2021, we ask 

that you do so ASAP. 
 

School council 

Our final school council meeting for this term will 

go ahead TODAY via Webex video conference 

at 4.30pm. 
 

Student-led interviews 

Next Tuesday June 23 will be our student-led  

interview day. You should have received an  

orange note yesterday with information and the 

option to select a preferred time for your Webex 

interview. Please keep an eye out for details later 

in the week about how to log in for the meeting, 

along with the allocated time. Please return 

orange notes as soon as possible to help us with 

this timeline. The students have been working 

hard to prepare for their interview and we look 

forward to supporting them to showcase their 

work. 
 

gr8 people values 

For the remainder of June, we are focusing on 

the gr8 value PROBLEM SOLVERS. People who are 

good problem solvers look for solutions and think 

outside the box to resolve issues that arise. It can 

be easy to focus on problems, but we 

encourage our students to see problems as 

opportunities and focus on coming up with  

solutions. This supports the development of  

resilience. In class, we have been working on 

activities to build our problem solving skills. We 

encourage you to chat to your child about what 

they think it means to be a problem solver. 

Semester 1 reporting 

Reports will be sent home this Friday June 19. 

Staff have worked hard to develop a format that 

suits our learning this semester. Please take the 

time to discuss and celebrate your child’s  

learning in preparation for our student-led  

interviews next week. 
 

Lost property and second hand uniform shop 

These are now located beside the sick bay in the 

new foyer area. If you are in need of any new 

winter uniform items, please pop in for a look  

during office hours. 
 

Whole-school swimming program—CANCELLED 

Traditionally we run our whole-school swimming 

program at the beginning of Term 3. Given the 

current situation, this will not be going ahead for 

2020. We are currently looking at alternate dates 

for early next year and will keep families  

informed when details are finalised. 
 

Prep local excursion to High St 

Next Wednesday morning the Prep classes will 

be heading off to High St to look at the different 

goods and services on offer, as part of their  

Integrated Studies unit ‘Let’s go Shopping’. As 

this is a local walking excursion, no notes or 

money required, just some warm clothes and 

comfy shoes. Fingers crossed for nice weather! 
 

Term 3 staffing 

Next term, we welcome Mrs Karina Darling back 

to her role as Assistant Principal after a period of 

maternity leave. Mrs Hollie Williams (formerly Miss 

Barns) will also be returning, working Thursday 

and Friday in 5/6N while Mrs Neal undertakes 

leadership duties. Mr Crofts is taking long-service 

leave for the whole of Term 3, with Miss Tash 

Nevill replacing him in 3/4C, supported by Mrs 

Jenny Wallace one day a week. Lots  

happening here, but all of these staff members 

know our students well and will ensure the  

transitions are smooth. 
 

JUST FOR FUN! 
 

Q: What has to be broken before you 
can use it?  

A: An egg! 
 

Q: What question can you never 
answer yes to?  

A: Are you asleep? 
 

 Q: I’m tall when I’m young, and I’m 
short when I’m old. What am I? 

A: A candle 



Have Your Say on Remote and Flexible Learning 

Principals, teachers, parents and students are being encouraged to 
have their say on remote and flexible learning, to gain insights into how 
our education system can be improved from this unprecedented  
experience. 
 

Minister for Education James Merlino recently opened a community 
consultation survey ahead of a summit, to be held in July, to discuss 
lessons learnt and investigate what improvements can be made to the 
education system as a result of the remote teaching and learning 
period. 
 

The summit will follow an independent analysis of remote learning at 
schools across the state, and bring together education leaders from the 
government, Catholic and independent school sectors. 
 

Parliamentary Secretary for Schools Tim Richardson and Parliamentary 
Secretary for Early Childhood Education Sonya Kilkenny are also 
producing reports on the remote learning experience. 
 

The community survey, independent analysis and the Parliamentary 
Secretary reports will all contribute to the findings from the summit. 
 

While remote learning presented challenges, a significant number of 
schools reported benefits during remote learning for students who 
have previously been disengaged or distracted in the classroom, and 
for high-ability students who have been able to learn at their own pace. 
Some students whose learning has been affected by anxiety or other 
mental health conditions have also shown significant benefits from 
remote learning. 
 

To have your say, visit:  
https://engage.vic.gov.au/lessons-remote-and-flexible-learning  

Spotlight on…. Miss U! 

 

 
 
 
 
                 

 

What is your role at Oberon? 
 

I am the Art Teacher at Oberon Primary School. I 

came to Oberon 10 years ago as the Prep/1 teacher. 

After a couple of years I moved up to Grade 1/2 and 

after returning from maternity leave, became the Art 

Teacher. I have been teaching art for 3 years now. I 

have loved all of my roles at Oberon and every grade 

has left a special mark on me, but I really love  

teaching art.  

 

What is your favourite thing about your 
job? 

 

I love teaching because I love seeing children learn, 

grow and evolve. It is special to play such a huge part 

in a child’s life and hopefully have a positive impact 

on them. I have fond memories of my time in Primary 

School and the teachers who taught me.  

I love teaching art because I love doing art myself. I 

have fun making art with the students and teaching 

them about different processes and techniques.  

Seeing their faces when they create wonderful pieces 

of art that they thought they couldn’t is priceless.  

 

What do you enjoy doing in your spare 
time? 

 

I love to spend my spare time with my family. When 

I’m not working I’m usually playing with my son Eddie, 

fuelling his obsession for garbage trucks and filling and  

emptying pretend bins. I like going on family walks 

with our dog Polly to the oval or the beach and I  

enjoy cooking and baking.  

I also love to get crafty and arty at home, I love to 

create art projects at home before making them in 

the classroom with the kids. I make baskets with rope 

and wool, do mosaics, sew little softies, and make 

earrings among other little things.  

 
 

What are you currently looking forward to? 
 

We are currently undergoing some renovations at 

home and I can’t wait for it all to be finished so we 

can get our home back in some kind of order. Reno’s 

at home and at work, oh my! 

        

 

Alexander Thomson 
Preschool 

 
We are now taking enrolments for 2021! 

 
Our kinder offers play based learning programs for both 3 
year old kinder and 4 year old kinder. Our kinder programs 

offer a variety of hours to suit the needs of our families. 
We have programs that offer 7.5 hr sessions and 5 hr  

sessions. 
Tours are welcomed. 

Please contact the kinder on: 

52 431064 

alexthom.els@vt.uniting.org 

Or  

Visit Uniting Vic Tas and fill out a registration form  

 
https://earlylearning.unitingvictas.org.au/find-a-service/

alexander-thomson-preschool/ 

https://engage.vic.gov.au/lessons-remote-and-flexible-learning
mailto:alexthom.els@vt.uniting.org


Hello Oberon families.  
 
Digital Technology has most certainly been put to full use over the course of this term. I'm 
not speaking about just at school, but instead during the Remote Learning period. It was 
fantastic to see so many families and students connecting digitally with their teachers and 
class mates during Remote Learning. Here, many students were involved in using the 
learning platform Seesaw to receive, respond and publish some very impressive pieces of 
work. Many students also connected via Webex which proved to be a fantastic way for 
teachers to help students learn online.  
 
During Term 1, Grades 1 through to 6 engaged in lessons that further developed their 
knowledge of ways to be safe online. I encourage all families to visit the eSafety website to 
ensure they are providing a safe online environment for those who engage in use of the 
internet. Here, you will find all the important online safety topics for kids, young people 
and parents. https://www.esafety.gov.au/. 
 
During the later part of Term 2, with school resuming, the middle and upper grades have 
been practising their video editing skills, making some clever movies with a fitness and PE 
focus. The Grade 1/2s have been revisiting the importance of online safety with a focus on 
how to make strong passwords and being introduced to the Keynote app to develop  
exciting presentations.  
 
I look forward to working with the students in Semester 2. Have a great end to the term 
and lovely break. 
 
Thanks, 
Mr D 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/
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June 16, 2020 

 

COVID-19 Communication to families 

 
 

Thank you for your support during the Oberon Primary School return to onsite learning 

over the past few weeks. We acknowledge that recent times have been challenging for 

all of our school community. 

 

The health and wellbeing of everyone continues to be the highest priority for Oberon 

Primary School. We ask you to continue to consider your health and the health of our 

community. In doing this, students experiencing compatible symptoms with coronavirus 

(COVID-19), such as fever, cough or sore throat, are encouraged to seek the advice of 

their healthcare professional and remain at home until the symptoms pass. A medical 

certificate is not required to return to an education setting after a period of illness, 

however students should not return until all symptoms have resolved. We wish to stress 

that there are members of our school community for whom COVID-19 is life-threatening, 

so we ask that you please take this into consideration when making decisions about 

whether or not to send your child to school. 
 

For more information on testing visit: 

https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/getting-tested-coronavirus-covid-19 

 

Where parents or carers have medical advice that requires their child to be absent from 

onsite schooling, they should discuss this with Mr Andrew Augerinos. With the principal’s 

approval, the student will be supported with learning from home resources. Resources 

will be similar to those provided prior to coronavirus (COVID-19), where a student was ill 

and unable to attend school for a short to medium period and the school maintained 

contact to support learning continuity. 

 

We thank you for your continued support, 

 

 

Mr Andrew Augerinos and Oberon PS staff 
  

 

 

28 DOROTHY AVENUE 
BELMONT. 3216 
PRINCIPAL: Andrew Augerinos 

PHONE: (03) 5243 1613 
     FAX: (03) 5241 1827 

             Email: oberon.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/getting-tested-coronavirus-covid-19

