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Issue 7, May 19, 2020
I acknowledge the Wathaurong people as the traditional custodians of this land and pay my
respect to the Elders both past and present and extend that respect to all indigenous people.

Dates for the diary:
May
Friday 22
Term 2 Curriculum Day
Monday 25
State-wide Curriculum Day
Tuesday 26
Grades Prep 2 return to school
June
Tuesday 9
Grades 3-6 return to school
Tuesday 16
School council meeting
Tuesday 23
Student-led interviews
Friday 26
Last day of Term 2

A no e f om M A
We are very much looking forward to
welcoming our Prep Grade 2 students back
to school on Tuesday May 26. We will be
devoting our curriculum day this Friday May 22
to finalising our return to school process, so
please keep an eye out for information
coming through Skoolbag on Friday afternoon.
This will outline the procedures we will
implement to ensure the continued health and
wellbeing of our school community. For our
Grade 3-6 students, learning will continue to
take place at home, with no changes to the
current program. We look forward to our
middle and senior grades joining us on June 9.
I would like to remind all members of our
school community that both Friday May 22
and Monday May 25 are curriculum days, with
no expectation of home learning or Webex
participation. There will be no on-site
supervision on these days. Monday May 25 will
be devoted to finalising our reporting process
for this semester. While we will still be writing
student reports, the format will be different to
reflect the learning that has taken place, and
the short timeframe for teachers to conduct
assessment. Reports will be sent home on Fri-

day June 19, with our student-led interviews being held on Tuesday June 23 via Webex. More
details will be communicated in weeks to come.
Please note that entry to the school from May
26 June 9 will be via Dorothy Avenue only, due
to our construction projects. We anticipate that
the Stork Ave entry will be safe for use when our
Grade 3-6 students return. When dropping your
child off, there will be no access to the school
grounds, with staff meeting and greeting
children at the front gate. To reduce congestion,
we suggest that students are dropped off
between 8.45 9.15, with classroom programs
commencing shortly after. We kindly ask that
parents refrain from chatting and/or gathering
around the school entry point, keeping in mind
that physical distancing measures are still in
place. Thanks for your support on this.
If you have loaned a device from the school,
please return this when your child returns, with
the charger. These can be handed into the
office, where necessary paperwork can be
completed. Please ensure any personal photos
are deleted before returning.
I would like to acknowledge National
Reconciliation Week, coming up on May 27
June 3. This year s theme is In this together .
Teachers will be celebrating our Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander cultures in the classrooms, so
please talk to your children about what they
have been working on.
I am so pleased to confirm that our front entry is
now complete, minus a few finishing touches. I
am very proud of this welcoming entry to our
school, and excited for families to see it upon
their return.
Looking forward to seeing you all soon,

Wellbeing
Please remember that Kellie Hewson, our
Student Wellbeing, Welfare and Family Liaison
Officer is available to support families having
difficulty during this time. If you feel you would
benefit from a chat with Kellie, please contact
the office and Kirsty or Mairead will pass your
details on. Kellie is warm, approachable and a
wealth of knowledge, so please don t hesitate to
get in touch if you need her. Kellie works on a
Monday and loves a chat with our families!
Curriculum days for 2020
A reminder that the remaining dates listed
below have been confirmed as our curriculum
days for 2020:
Term 2: Friday May 22 & Monday May 25
Term 3: Monday August 24
Term 4: Monday November 30
2021 enrolments
A reminder that we are still taking enrolments for
2021. We are currently booking tours for Term 3,
so please continue to make friends and family
members aware of what our wonderful school
has to offer and encourage them to get in touch
to book a tour. If you have a younger sibling to
enrol, we ask that you do so ASAP.
Extend after school care
Our OSHC program will be returning from
Tuesday May 26 for those students who are
currently attending for on-site learning (P-2
students and Gr 3-6 students deemed eligible for
attendance). From Tuesday June 9, all students
will be able to return. Please see attached flyer
for further information from Extend.
SunSmart hats
A reminder that hats are not required over the
cooler months of May-August. When your child
returns to school their hat will be sent home to be
washed and kept safe until it is required again on
September 1. Please keep an eye out!

Education Week May 1 This week, we are celebrating Education Week…
with a difference! Education Week is about
recognising and enjoying all of the wonderful
things that make our schools special places to
be. Miss U has put together some activities that
you may like to spend time on as a family,
encouraging us to be mindful in isolation . The
flyer was attached to our Week 6 home learning
programs via Skoolbag, so please take some
time to have a look and think about how you
might incorporate some of these ideas into your
week.

A word from Grovedale College...
We recognise that for 2020, parents and students
cannot tour their local schools to help select your
secondary school. The Grovedale College
website, and specifically the pages relating to
Transition, has been redesigned to give parents
an insight into the ethos and community that is
Grovedale College. We have provided parents
& students the opportunity to discover about
Grovedale College as well as electronic copies
of all of our transition and enrolment materials,
including scholarship application forms. You can
find all of these resources to find out about our
school and learning community at:
http://grovedale.vic.edu.au/student-enrolment/
transition-program-details/
You will have many questions that you would like
to ask about our school and how we can
challenge and support your child through their
secondary schooling. Please contact the
College on 5245 4545 and one of the Principal
Team will meet with you over the phone.
Helpful resources
Positive Parenting telephone support service:
O
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Spotlight on…. Mr Crofts!

What is your role at Oberon?
Mr Augerinos pays me a lot of money (okay... some
money) to yell at students. Just kidding - I'd yell at
them for free (okay... I'm also just kidding). In all seriousness, I am lucky enough to teach a lovely group of
Year 3/4 students in a wonderful school. We teachers
also do a few other jobs at school outside of the classroom. In a smaller school like ours, all our staff wear a
lot of other hats. I am proud of being our Union Representative for our staff sub-branch, a School Councillor,
a PLC Leader, our staff Health and Safety Representative and I have the privilege of organising all the students from various universities who want to come to
our great school to train to be teachers. On top of
that, I get to work with our School Representative
Council (SRC) to organise fundraisers and lunchtime
sports competitions. I also enjoy running Kicking with
Kids in Term 3 with Mr G and Mr D. And - despite what
Mr Grozdanovski and Mr Brown think - I am also the
best dancer on staff at our school disco.

What is important to you as a teacher?

How long is a piece of string? It's important that; all
students be given the opportunity to have access to
a free world class education, our students are provided with new experiences, people are kind and fair to
one another and try their personal best as much as
possible and we never stop learning.

What do you enjoy doing when you re not at
work?
I am a "jack-of-all-trades and master of none". In my
younger days I played a lot of footy, but I suspect I
am part crab because I like moving through life sideways on my surfboard, skateboard, snowboard or
skimboard. I enjoy reading and trying new things
when I have spare time. Mostly however, I am adapting to the newest job I have had these last 14 months
of being a Dad. Thankfully, no has fired me yet.

What are you currently looking forward to?
I am looking forward to welcoming our second child
into the world. I am super excited to meet our newborn baby in a few days time! I am also happy our
families will be able to visit us again once these restrictions are lifted and meet their newest relative. Not
long to go now!

Spotlight on…. Kirsty!

What is your role at Oberon?
My role at Oberon Primary is Office/
Administration and Finance. This means I am the
lucky one who gets to greet our wonderful students when they come to the office and chat to
our gr8 parents when they phone the school. I
am also a professional band aid put-er-on-er !

What is your favourite thing about working
in a school?
Every day is a different day. When I get to work I
never know who will work through the door or
call the school so this makes each day fresh and
new.
I also get to work with some pretty amazing people. Teachers have a very gentle manner and
have lovely personalities (and we have some of
the best!) so I am very lucky that I get to come to
work and spend time with people like this. However, the best part about working in a school has
to be seeing our gr8 students every day!

What do you enjoy doing when you re not at
work?
When I am not working I like to spend time with
my fiancé Chris and son Beau. I enjoy spending
time with my friends and family, going out for
coffee and breakfast (when we are allowed) or
visiting Kmart. I also enjoy playing netball and
watching football.

What are you currently looking forward to?
I am currently looking forward to being able to
spend more time with my friends and family. I am
also looking forward to welcoming a new baby
into our family in early November. I am sure this
will be a busy time for us but we are very excited.

Reading
This term we have been focusing on visualising
as a reading comprehension strategy. When we
read books or listen to information, we create a
picture or movie in our mind. We all receive the
same information from what we read or hear,
however we interpret that same information
in different ways. One task we talked about was to
draw a picture of yourself holding an ice cream
cone. The ice cream needed to have three flavours.
He e a e me
in e e a i n

Writing
From small beginnings when our Preps were tracing and
copying writing, we are now able to write
independently and create our own sentences. This term
e ha e f c ed n ing c nnec i es in
i ing
Connecti e a e
d
ch a and i h beca e
and they add more interest to our sentences as they
provide more information to our reader. Have a look at
me f
ama ing i ing kill

Home Learning
We e all experienced a very unique way of learning this
term. Many of our families have chosen this time to get in
to the garden, create and bake in the kitchen, show off
their art and craft skills, and also find scientific ways to
enjoy their time. Lots of Maths concepts have been used
in cooking, conversation skills are developing as we spend
more time with our families, and we are also getting out
in to nature as we build confidence with bike riding,
walking the dog and going for a run with the family. So
many valuable skills!!

Effective 13 May 2020

COVID-19: Safety Has Always Been Our Number One Priority
As school returns across Australia, Extend is excited to be able to again fully support our communities.
While restrictions are being lifted, we still need to remain vigilant with hygiene and social distancing
practices.
We have expanded our usual safety procedures to incorporate national recommendations regarding
COVID-19 prevention
•

Additional training in the last two weeks:
o All Extend Educators, Operational management and Executive management at Extend
have completed the Australian Government’s COVID-19 Infection Control Training, in
conjunction with Aspen Medical.
o All Extend Educators have completed the Department of Health and Human Services
nationally recognised food handling safety course DoFoodSafely.

•

Drop off and pick up procedures: Parents are asked not to enter the service past the sign in
desk unless absolutely necessary.

•

Social distancing measures for adults: Parents/guardians who do need to enter the service
are asked to remain four (4) metres away from the nearest child, and 1.5 metres away from the
nearest Educator. Please avoid prolonged interactions with our Educators or other adults in the
service and do not move past the sign in desk when collecting your child.

•

Social distancing measures for children: With consistent messaging from parents and
Educators, we are able to implement 1.5 metre social distancing between children and
Educators and between children and children in our services.

•

Hand hygiene: Diligent hand hygiene is always part of our daily routine. Liquid hand soap is
available in multiple locations in each service. Children continue to be encouraged to wash their
hands even more regularly throughout the service, as demonstrated by our Educators.

•

Surface disinfectant: All hard surfaces, including tables, benches and door handles are
regularly disinfected. This includes, but is not limited to, prior to the service starting and before
and after food preparation

•

Signing in and out of the service: It is important to remain at the sign in desk when collecting
your child rather than moving around in the service. Please adhere to the hygiene instructions
for signing in and out at your service.

•

Outdoor school playgrounds: As per current government restrictions, all playground
equipment will remain off limits until we are advised it is safe to use this equipment.

•

Play: There are no group activities where close proximity is required. This includes group
sports. We are constantly designing activities, and giving children a say in the activities, to
ensure children remain engaged and connected to their Educator and each other, while
remaining at a safe physical distance.

•

Food: Breakfast is provided before school and afternoon tea is provided after school each day
as usual. Should parents still wish to provide all food for their child we will continue to support
this choice. But please be rest assured our services are hygienic and food is prepared with
tongs, so it is safe to eat the food prepared at the service.

•

Illness: Keep your child at home if they are sick. Based on health advice we are unable to
accept your child into the service if they have any signs of infection. If your child is unwell at the
service, even with minor symptoms, they will sit away from other children until a parent or
guardian can collect them.

Everyone at every Extend service can expect to be safe and it is a shared responsibility to ensure we
keep all children and adults safe at our services. We continue to be updated with the most recent
health advice to ensure our processes are always the most current health and safety processes.

