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OBERON PRIMARY SCHOOL  

PHONE: (03) 5243 1613 

FAX: (03) 5241 1827 

Email: oberon.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

I acknowledge the Wathaurong people as the traditional custodians of this land and pay my 
respect to the Elders both past and present and extend that respect to all indigenous people. 

Dates for the diary: 
 

March 
Tuesday 24 — School council meeting 

Friday 27 — Tabloid sports day CANCELLED 

Friday 27 — Last day of Term 1, 2.30 finish 

(whole school assembly CANCELLED) 
 

April 
Tuesday 14 — School resumes for all grades 

If your child is unwell, we do encourage you 

now, more than ever, to keep them at home. 

At this stage, there have been no reported cases 

of COVID-19 in our school location. We  

understand that there may be some members of 

our school community with reduced immunity 

who are particularly vulnerable, and encourage 

you to speak to us if you have specific concerns. 

We will continue to be guided by the relevant 

authorities, and any change to our regular  

operations will be communicated via Skoolbag 

as a matter of urgency. We thank you for your 

ongoing support and trust on our management 

of this unprecedented event. 

 

On a more positive note, I would like to  

congratulate all staff and students on a  

wonderful first term. All teachers have reported 

to me that their grades have settled beautifully, 

and I have seen this firsthand during my  

classroom visits. Nothing gives me more pride 

than touring prospective families, who see for 

themselves just what a gr8 school we have. 

I am especially proud of our Prep students, who 

have made such a wonderful start, as well as our 

senior school leaders, who are really showing  

exceptional maturity and leadership. 

 

Just a reminder that if you or anyone you know 

plans to enrol a child for 2021, please get the 

ball rolling. Tours  for new families can be  

organised via the office, and for our current  

families, enrolment forms can be collected from 

Kirsty, Bonnie or Mairead. 

 

I wish you all a restful and healthy break, and 

look forward to seeing everyone back after the 

Easter break for another exciting term! 

 

  

A note from Mr A… 
 

With the current health situation, I would like to 

take this opportunity to reach out to our school 

community to talk about what we are doing 

here at Oberon to support our students and 

staff during the COVID-19 pandemic. As this 

newsletter goes to print, things are still ‘business 
as usual’ here, but the situation is evolving  
daily and we will continue to be guided by the 

Department of Education and Training (DET). 

We are alert, but not alarmed and as always, 

the safety and wellbeing of our school  

community remains our top priority. 

Given the unique circumstances, we are  

taking the following precautions in addition to 

our existing high standards of cleanliness: 

 increased stock of soap and hand      

sanitiser in the classrooms 

 frequent reminders and monitoring of 

hand washing 

 cleaning high contact points such as 

door handles, rails and tables more      

frequently using disinfectant 

 ensuring that staff who are exhibiting 

signs of illness remain at home 

 discouraging physical contact between 

students, such as high fives/fist bumps 

 cancellation of whole-school events such 
as our assembly and tabloid sports day 



 

 

Final assembly 

We have made the decision to cancel our final 

whole-school assembly for the term. While  

gatherings of this size are still allowed to  

proceed, we feel that being on the front foot is 

in the best interests of our school community. 

Any presentations planned for this assembly will 

carry over until next term. Please remember that 

students will be dismissed at 2.30pm on this day. 

We thank you for your understanding.  

 

Curriculum days for 2020 

A reminder that the remaining dates listed  

below have been confirmed as our curriculum 

days for 2020: 

Term 2: Monday May 25 

Term 3: Monday August 24 

Term 4: Monday November 30 

 

gr8 People values program 

For the remainder of March, we are focusing on 

the gr8 value BALANCED. To be balanced 

means to take care of ourselves holistically—
bodies, minds and souls. Balanced people  

participate in a range of activities to nurture 

their creative and physical selves, while at the 

same time placing value on their schoolwork. 

In the classrooms, students are participating in 

activities to foster the development of balance, 

and identifying the aspects of their own lives 

that make them balanced people. 

 

SunSmart hats 
As per Department guidelines and our school 

dress code and Sun Smart policy, all students 

are required to wear their broad-brimmed 

SunSmart hat throughout Term 1 during outside 

recess and lunch time and sporting activities. 

Our SunSmart policy extends into Term 2, with 

hats required until the end of April. It is a good 

idea for hats to come home during the school 

holidays for a wash, but please remember to 

pack them in bags for Term 2! 

 

School banking 
A reminder that school banking is on a FRIDAY. 

Students should hand their bank books to their 

teacher and they will be sent to the office. 

 

School website and OPS Skoolbag app 
Our app and school website are excellent 

sources of information for all community 

members. Notices and reminders are sent home 

via Skoolbag, and I encourage all parents to 

use the app. Not only does this make access to 

 

important information quicker and easier, but it 

ensures our environmental impact is reduced 

via less printing. We thank you for your support. 

 

Second hand uniform shop 
A reminder that we have second hand school 

uniform available for sale. All items can be  

purchased for a gold coin donation. The second 

hand uniform shop is located outside the office. 

 

Safety in and around the school grounds 
We value the safety of our school community. 

This is a reminder that at no time should anyone 

be walking through our staff carpark. It has 

come to our attention that families are using this 

area as a thoroughfare, which is extremely  

unsafe. There are construction vehicles, as well 

as staff members coming and going at different 

times, posing a serious risk. Please ensure you 

walk within the designated yellow lines. We ask 

for everyone’s support on this, and remind  
parents of the power of modelling safe practic-

es to our children. 

 

Stork Avenue gate 
We love to see families using the multiple entry 

and exit points we have available. Just a  

reminder that the gate in Stork Avenue is locked 

every morning at 9.10, to ensure the safety of 

our students throughout the school day. If you 

need to enter or exit the school after this time, 

you will need to use the Dorothy Avenue en-

trance. They then re-open at 3.10, ready for the 

final bell. 

 

NAPLAN  
NAPLAN (National Assessment Program Literacy 

and Numeracy) is a national assessment  

conducted for all Year 3, Year 5, Year 7 and 

Year 9 students every year. This year NAPLAN will 

be conducted in Term 2, between May 11-14. All 

schools in Australian are expected to complete 

the tests within the same time frame. It provides 

families and schools an indication of where a 

child is placed in Reading, Writing and  

Numeracy. Along with a host of other  

information, the results enable schools and 

teachers to use the outcomes to inform their 

practice. This year we will return to a paper  

format, after using the online platform last year. 

To minimise anxiety for students, along with 

providing the support to maximise results in 

NAPLAN, all Year 3 and Year 5 students at  

Oberon will begin preparing for NAPLAN over 

the next six weeks to ensure they are proficient, 

comfortable and aware of ‘testing’ conditions. 
Keep an eye out for further details coming out 

soon for students in Grade 3 and 5.  

 
Gr8 People tabloid sports day  
While we have cancelled for the day for this 

term, stay tuned for a new date next term! 



Parent Club news 
Bulb fundraiser—A big shout out to our school 

community. This year’s bulb fundraiser was again 
a big success… thank you! 
 

Special lunch—a reminder that Subway special 

lunch is Thursday March 19. Orders will be  

delivered to classrooms. 

 

A.G.M. 
Our Annual General Meeting was postponed 

yesterday. A new date will be set for next term. 

Until then our current position holders will remain 

in place.  

 
School Council subcommittee meetings for this 
week: 
Buildings and grounds—Mon March 16, 9.30am in 

the principal’s office 

Finance—Tuesday March 17, 9.15am in the  

principal’s office/admin area 

Policies—Wednesday March 18, 3.30pm in the 

principal’s office 

OH&S—Thursday March 19, 3.30pm in the Grade 

3/4 portable 

Promotions—Thursday March 19, 3.30pm in the 

Prep J classroom 

Uniform—TBC 

 

School council subcommittees for 2020 are as  
follows: 
Please note: Subcommittees for 2020 are still  
being formed and will be fully subscribed over 
the coming months. 
Grounds and Buildings – Shane Moloney,  

Michael Breen and Andrew Augerinos 

Promotions Committee – Natalie Jardine, Heidi 

Tozer 

OH&S Committee – Henry Crofts and Roz 

McCreedy, Bronwyn Robertson 

Uniform Committee – Jamie Brown 

Policies Committee – Sarah Henderson, Rebekah 

Wybar, Bronwyn Robertson 

Finance Committee – Andrew Augerinos, Shane 

Moloney, Andrew Holt, Bonnie van der Zee,  

Bronwyn Robertson 

 
Subcommittees are happy to discuss the work 

they are involved in and welcome your  

feedback. 

If you are wishing to join a subcommittee, please 
make contact with the principal. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Farewell and thank you! 
We are sad to announce that our  

much-loved Dorothy Ave crossing supervisor, 

Detlev, is finishing up after 13 years of  

wonderful service to the Oberon community. 

As many of you know, Detlev has taken  

exceptional care of our students over the years, 

knowing exactly who is coming and going, and 

where everyone should be. 

Detlev, on behalf of staff and families, we thank 

you for your care and dedication to your job, 

and wish you all the best for the next adventure! 

 



Oberon in the wild! 
We love to celebrate what is happening in the 

lives of our staff and students outside of school! 

If you have a sporting achievement, interesting 

hobby, new addition to the family, etc… we 
would love to hear about it! 

Please send a photo and short explanation to us 

at oberon.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au. 

Spotlight on…. Lyn! 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

What is your role at Oberon? 
My role at Oberon is an ES (education support) 

staff member, working in Grade 1/2 with Miss  

Tilyard (best job ever). 

 

What is your favourite thing about 
your job? 

My favourite thing about my job is the  

satisfaction you feel when you watch a child 

grow and succeed. 

 

What do you enjoy doing in your 
free time? 

In my free time I love to run. I put on my  

headphones and listen to my fave tunes. As  

funny as it sounds running relaxes me. 

 

Where is your favourite holiday  
destination? Past or future! 

My favourite holiday destination has always 

been Fiji but in January I went to Whitehaven on 

the Whitsundays and now that’s my favourite 
piece of paradise. How lucky are we to have 

such beautiful places here in Australia.  

 

 

 

 
 

Spotlight on…. Miss Tilyard! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

What is your role at Oberon? 
I am one of the three Grade 1/2 teachers. 

 

Geelong has recently become your 
home… tell us about this! How are you 

finding it? 
 I moved to Geelong in late January, everyone 

has been incredibly warm and welcoming which 

has made the move much easier. I am enjoying 

the ease of access to the beach, city and cafes. 

I do miss being close to my family and the  

warmer weather, I think winter will be very tough 

considering I prefer the heat. 
 

What is important to you as a teacher? 
I believe it is important to create an environment 

where students feel safe, secure and supported. 

It enables students to be truly happy and express 

their individuality, whilst being motivated and  

inspired to learn and create every day. I love 

creating a classroom that displays the students 

work, I believe this is important as it allows  

students to celebrate their success whilst  

personalising their classroom. Aside from the 

classroom and student learning, I make a  

conscious effort to look after myself by investing 

in rest and physical exercise to ensure I can  

provide as much energy in the classroom as  

possible. 

 

What do you enjoy doing when you’re 
not working? 

I am a very active person, when I’m not at work 
you will often find me in the gym, running,  

walking my dog or at netball. I enjoy spending 

time with family and friends whenever I have the 

chance, going out for brunch on Sunday and 

given a warm day I’ll be at the beach or in the 
pool.  



Visual Arts 
 

In Visual Arts this Term we have been 
learning about the Elements and Principals 
of Art. So far we have looked at; Line and 
Pattern, Shape and Colour. Some classes 
have also studied the work of Indigenous 
Artist Bronwyn Bancroft. 


